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iSimangaliso welcomes servals
Cenessa Stork
TWO new servals were introduced to the iSimangaliso
Wetland Park last Friday.
At first not wanting to put
their best paw forward, both
cats at first refused to leave
the safety of their crates.
Eventually, however, when
prompted, they shot out of
the crates like cats out of hell
and within seconds disappeared into the grassland.
The adult female and young
male were confiscated from
a farmer in Vryheid who kept
them in captivity illegally,
apparently to be used for
hunting purposes.
According to the farmer
they were found in snares,
but on investigation, no
marks were found on their
bodies to support the claim.

They were recovered by
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife
District Conservation Officers and taken to the Emdoneni Animal Care and Rehabilitation Centre near
Hluhluwe.
The cats were set free in the
open grassland area in the
Easter Shores side of the
park, a suitable habitat and
where plenty of prey is available.
Servals eat mainly rodents,
fish, birds, insects and small
reptiles which are found in
abundance in natural wetland
areas.
On a previous occasion
Servals were released in the
Western Shores side of the
park.
In the 18 years Emdoneni
has been in operation, they
successfully
rehabilitated

and released cheetahs, servals, caracals and an African
Wild Cat.
‘We are delighted to accept
the two new servals and play
our part in ensuring the conservation of this rare and
beautiful species.
‘iSimangaliso
provides
them with a secure home
away from inhabited areas
and the threat of snaring,’
says iSimangaliso Wetland
Park CEO, Andrew Zaloumis.
Servals are listed on the
‘Threatened or Protected
Species’ (TOPS) list owing
to their rarity.
‘They are vulnerable to being snared and killed by
farmers, in particular for
their beautiful pelts,’ says
Emdoneni owner Cecillie
Nel.
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Once prompted by Emdoneni owner Louis Nel, the female serval shot out of the
crate and ran for cover under nearby trees

Motorbikes
damage
Zini
boardwalks
Lesley Naudè
MTUNZINI’S newly built boardwalks
through the mangrove forest are allegedly
being damaged by motorbikes.
Mtunzini Residents Association (MRA)
chairman Wendy Force said the boardwalks
were costly to install and were not built to
withstand the weight of motorbikes.
‘The boardwalks are for walkers and cyclists and are a popular attraction in the
town.
‘It is vital that everyone respects this
community asset and assists with keeping it
in a good condition,’ said Force.
Cllr Keith Powell said he is organising
signs to indicate to motorcyclists that they
are prohibited from using the boardwalks.
The MRA is urging the public to report
errant motorcyclists to the municipal offices
and/or the police and supply names (where
possible) and number plates.

Mighty Men
invited to
breakfast
ZULULAND Mighty Men will host a free
breakfast at the Richards Bay Ski Boat Club
on Saturday, 18 August.
The breakfast starts at 6am and Pastor
Andrew Anderson will speak on ‘Facing
God’s Unity’.
Men are asked to bring their own chairs.
For more information, contact Andrew on
083 2535100 or Derick on 083 6444945.
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