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From the Editor’s desk....
AT EMDONENI ANIMAL CARE AND REHAB
CENTRE our main goal is to educate our
community to preserve our flora and
fauna. We rehabilitate WILD ANIMALS
and BREED endangered animals to help
increase their numbers, trying wherever
possible to release the new animals into
the wild.

Cat Eyes

Many animals that hunt at
night, including cats, have eyes that appear
to glow when light shines on them. This is
because the light is reflected from a mirror like
structure called the tapetum licidum,which
lines the back of the eye. Light enters the eye
and passes through the retina where special
cells called rods and cones, absorbs the
light. Any unabsorbed light hits the tapedum
lucidum and is bounced back to the retina.
Cats can therefore see better in the dark than
animals without this special structure, like
humans for example. Cats can see objects
about six to ten times better that humans can
in less light or in near darkness. In addition,
large eyes allow nocturnal cats to take in
much more light when in dark habitats. This
is an important advantage for animals which
need to catch their meal during the night.

Chat to us online

We experienced both great sadness and
joy over the last period, with the loss of
some beloved animals, but gained through
the birth of new offspring. The circle of
life on a game farm and at a rehabilitation centre is after all, never that easy, but
we must accept that is how nature works,
and move on to do the best for the animals
that remain in our care.

Grumpy has adopted Houdini but it still
does not seem to make her smile!

African Wild Cat
The AFRICAN WILD CAT has typical
feline habits. It scales trees with ease,
having a taste for mice and small
birds as prey. Like domestic cats, they
stalk their prey before pouncing, lick
their fur to keep it clean and wash
their faces with their fore paws, as
well as sharpen claws against tree
trunks. Vocally, its repertoire is also
very similar to domestic cats, only
much louder. Wild cats purr, hiss and
spit with great gusto.
GRUMPY seems like she has adopted
HOUDINI and he spends all his time
with her, not allowing anyone close. It
can be quite frustrating at times, but
we are just glad that they are a happy
pair.

Fat cat serval kitten Mafuta at a few days
old, with eyes still only partially open, but
stomach already quite full and round!

MICHEAL and KHAYA are like petrol and
fire, they don’t see eye to eye, but the good
news is that the enclosure is big enough so
that they can avoid each other! Sadly still
no signs of kittens just yet.

An encounter with a snake usually ends up with
the snake coming off second best, as wild cats
behave in just the same way that a domestic cat
can, killing a snake easily, without being bitten.
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Farewell Mandla
RIP

The cheetahs enjoying a snack of pellets, to give
them extra vitamins and minerals.

Serval
MUHLE escaped and has been spotted
twice walking up and down OUTSIDE the
enclosure. It seems she cannot make up her
mind as to where she wants to be - is it IN
or OUT?
JANE is still our favorite girl and loves
spending time with the guests during the
cat tours. She is very friendly and a good
ambassador for her species amongst
humans for sure - well done Jane!
SPOTTY - We have built the new camps
without a large tree and the roof is closed so
you will have to make up your mind before
we move you to your new home... this time
there will be no chance to run around and
cause trouble...
BRUCE and NOAH are doing fine and simply
enjoying the carefree life of cats. Who said it
is a dog’s life? It’s most definitely far more
relaxed being a happy cat!

SHEILA lost a kitten at birth which is
sad news for all of us. We thought that
the numbers of new kittens might have
increased, but we have to understand that
is just how nature works, we cannot always
save all of them!
MANDLA passed away in my arms five days
after she had her kittens which was a huge
loss to our centre and left our hearts with a
great emptiness. Blood tests results showed
that she had pneumonia. Very sad for the us
and the project. Mandla will be missed as a
great mother and asset to the centre...

The serval kittens have already grown into
the cutest cats in Zululand and are crowd
favourites, especially with young visitors!

But fortunately we were blessed with her
three kittens:
CENESSA, MAFUTA and CASSIDY, which
we managed to hand raise and who are
doing extremely well! Our guests love them
to bits and the good news is they have
received their first adopting from Maria and
Brian Brodrick. Thank you guys! We are
sure that there will be many more similar
adoptions to come!

Thank You
2 more Stars!
Alicia Mc Call (right) and Karin Dodson
(left), both from Hluhluwe, really assisted
with the serval kittens when Cecillie was
busy or could not watch them. We want
to thank them for their commitment and
support.

A big ‘Thank You’ to ROYAL
CANIN who sent Emdoneni
3 bottles to help feed the
Serval babies.
Visit them online at
www.royal-canin.co.za
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ZERA and AUTUMN are in good health,
AUTUMN loves the belly rub that she
received and had been putting on a lot of
weight... leading everyone to believe that
she may finally be pregnant, but it turned out
to be a phantom pregnancy! Even the vets
were fooled! We hope that the continued
attention that she is getting from the boys
will make sure it is the real deal next time
around!
Caption.

Moya and Juba continue to be patient and well
mannered with visitors, including children.

Cheetah

SKYE and SHADOW the juvenile males are
looking very handsome and their healthy
shiny winter coat looks amazing. It seems
like they use Vaseline Blue Seal like the
locals to take care of their skin.
I’m so bored with these people...

CHEETAHS are mostly active in morning
and late afternoon, they move either alone,
in pairs or in small groups. Several males
can collaborate to hunt a large mammal as
they are a rather lovely, peaceful creature.
Cheetahs are often chased from their prey
and sometimes killed by lions, hyenas and
leopards.
The two brothers MOYA and JUBA are doing
very well interacting with our guests during
the cat tours. MOYA is patiently waiting for
his wife to become pregnant as he would
like to become a father.
Guests still travel from afar to visit Moya and
Juba, two of the most well-known cheetah in SA!

Peaches practising his jumping - he is now the lead
show jumper amongst the caracal at Emdoneni!

Caracal
LULU and her lawful wedded husband BARONE are doing pretty good and working on
their hunting skills. One morning while doing daily routines we found the remains of
a large spotted Genet, which tells you that
we don’t have to educate them on territorial
hunting. They do quite fine on their own...
guess they never lose the ‘wild’ habits even
when they are in captivity which is very good!
POP-EYE recently caught a hamerkop - quite
a large bird (about the size of a seagull).
MAX took down a big mouse, which POPEYE was waiting for her husband to share,
but that didn’t happen. It seems like he’s
not doing very well with his manners and
does not provide for his wife first!

Memorial Service Alan Baxter Murray
Alan was one of caracal Max’s
adoptive dads. He sadly passed
away and his ashes were
released at Max’s Camp on the
6 June per family request. He
always loved Emdoneni and the
cats and he felt welcome here.

PEACHES still practices his jumping skills
- seems like we are going to have a new
‘show jumper’ one of these days! This was
definitely ‘mouse hunt’ week at Emdoneni,
as Peaches also succeeded in catching a
mouse for a juicy afternoon snack.
MADDY-DIAGO is now a big boy. He grew
up having a royal life indoors, eating from
a white plate, watching TV etc. With all the
attention we thought that he would battle
in his big enclosure and struggle getting
used to a NORMAL wild cat life, but we
were all amazed! He is enjoying his wild life
style and natural habitat and it seems that
he has adapted with a breeze.
Look what I
caught!
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Congratulations!
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Emdoneni Wins at
Heritage Braai Day!
Emdoneni participated in the
Heritage Braai day (27 April 2013)
at St Lucia iSimangaliso Wetland
Park. We entered at the last minute
(the evening before) as we found
out that all the funds raised were in
support of endangered species.
Jan Braai was the main judge and
handed over first prize to Emdoneni
as we won the contest - with the
same food that we normally serve
to our guests!
The ladies showing how to braai!

Andrew & Jennifer Naude got married
at Emdoneni on the 6 April 2013. They
adopted Khaya for a lifetime and instead
of handing out wedding favors to their
guests they gave out keyrings drawing
attention to the adoption of cats.
Congratulations Andrew and Jennifer
and thank you for making a difference,
from Khaya and all at Emdoneni.

New larger enclosures in progress for
the African wild cats at the rehab centre.

Renovations
The Tea Garden at the Cat Rehabilitation
Centre now has a name and sign!

We are busy with more renovations
at the rehab centre and are
currently enlarging our African wild
cat enclosure. We can’t wait to
be finished and are sure that the
tenants will also be very pleased
when it is ready!
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We once again thank
all our parents who
adopt Cats for
being part of the
Emdoneni Family.
We appreciate your
contibutions and with
your support we can
make a difference!
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Commemorative Photo Album of New Serval Kittens
A Proud
Mum protects
her babies
Mandla protects her young
shortly after they were
born. Sadly she passed
away from pneumonia
a few days later, but
left Emdoneni with a
marvellous legacy and
three wonderful kittens!

The Brodrick Family - adopted 3 new
serval kittens, Mafuta, Cassidy and
Cenessa for 1 year each
Sandi Aramco School OOK- adopted
Juba for 1 year
Pieter Pennings - adopted Jane for 1 year
Gavin & Eslu Grantham - adopted
Lynxi for 1 year
William Richardson - adopted Grumpy
for 1 year
Ira & Nahoko Bolden - adoped
Moya for 1 year
Blair Porter - adopted Moya for a lifetime
Ann Sheldon - adopted Mafuta for a
lifetime
Jennifer & Andrew Naude - adopted
Khaya for a lifetime
Thandi - adopted Popeye for 1 year

A proud Dumi helps take the kittens to the vet
for a check-up.

Bottle feeding the kittens
Meet Cassidy - a close-up of one of the baby serval
kittens at a few days old.
Like most babies, the kittens grow extremely quickly and before we
realised it, were up and about and drinking by themselves!

During the first few days the kitten’s eyes are
not yet open and they just want to sleep...
“Ain’t she
sweet!” The cute
little girl kitten,
Cenessa.
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