THIRTEENTH EDITION - August 2012

Page 1

Visit and Enjoy!

Khaya playing hide and seek with the photographer... he has an
amazing personality and loves to interact with the camera!

Continued support for the Cat Project has
enabled us to make improvements to the
enclosures and surrounding ‘public’ areas,
so that visitors can relax in the shade of
trees and enjoy some refreshment before
resuming their journeys.

AFRICAN WILD CATS
There is great joy in the African Wild Cat enclosure
as we saw GRUMPY and KHAYA mating! If all
went well we might have some little ones on
the way very soon… Watch this space for any
developments!
KAYLEE the old female is in a good condition,
having put on some weight which makes her
appear round like a doughnut!
HOUDINI is well but is currently displaying a
non-social attitude and is hiding from every one,
only showing her face at feeding time.

Kaylee loves being pampered and scratched by visitors!
Houdini seems to have forgotten her escaping
tricks... for the moment at least anyway!

In addition, the cats have more space
and we are able to take in more animals,
improving the chances of these magnificent
creatures survival. From small beginnings,
great things can happen!

Warm regards from Louis & Cecillie Nel

There is still a bit of grumpiness amongst Micheal
and Khaya… MICHAEL is always chasing KHAYA
up and down, so we have to watch in case they
get into a real fight!

Michael fast asleep while Grumpy snuggles up close to
him. What more can she do to get Michael interested
to keep the bloodline alive for future generations?

The pleasant surroundings at the Cat Project
Dumisane and Mischak, our guides at the project
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EMDONENI CHEETAH IN THE PRESS

Cheetahs Moya, Juba and Zera play in their enclosure
Juba crouches for a drink of water.

WELCOME / WILLKOMMEN!

CHEETAHS
ZERA, the older female cheetah, is healthy
but will still not interact much with the Animal
Keepers. She grabs her food at feeding time and
runs off to her own private place where she can
enjoy her meal in peace.
AUTUMN, on the other hand, enjoys attention
and is very well mannered. She will take her food
gently and will lay down close by and enjoy her
meal almost as if she wants to show everybody
how well mannered she is. It is an amazing
thing for our guests to experience and a lot of
photos can be taken of her while she’s enjoying
her dinner!
MOYA and JUBA, our well known boys, are
fine as always. They still enjoy the attention and
interaction from our guests and love the celebrity
life! Moya and Juba are considered Ambassadors
for their other cheetah friends that are out there
in the wild, creating awareness amongst the
public of the unique abilities of these cats and
showing that they deserve a chance! Save the
cheetah!

We at Emdoneni Cat Rehab Centre are
very fortunate to welcome Max Kropf
to our centre. Max is a student Vet from
Germany and visiting our project to gain
experience with the animals. He is a great
benefit to the centre and is helping do our
tours in German for our European visitors!
“Kommt vorbei und besucht unsese Tour aul
Deuthsh…..”

SKYE and SHADOW - the two young boys are
turning into attractive males and Skye is showing
interest in both the female Cheetah but Shadow
still prefers his private space, probably needing
time to grow up more.
A day visitor enjoying time with the Cheetah.

Dumisane gets daily visits from his son, Ryan.
Little Ryan is 18 months and with a magnetic
personality at this young age he will soon be
the junior ranger at our project. With them is his
(soon-to-be) wife, Isabel who is the resident chef
at the lodge.
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Caracal mating - Lynxi & Lulu

BAR-ONE is very lonely and misses his late wife
Pippa. This is unusual as Caracal are not generally
lifetime mates, but being in captivity may have
affected the natural behaviour.
Max - now our star jumper!

CARACAL
LYNXI and LULU are healthy and as fit as ever.
They have started the mating season and we
hope that it was for real and are on the lookout
for little, furry baby caracals. Lynxi is losing his
position as the lead jumper and we wonder if
that is because he thinks that he is beyond
teenage behaviour…

PEACHES is well but recently decided that he is
not too crazy about the visits and interaction with
guests to his enclosure. He attacked Mishack’s
shoe laces in a fit of anger and is still not back
on Mishack’s best friends list!

What a kill! Another snake caught by our killer cat!

We once again thank all our parents for
adopting Cats and being part of the Emdoneni
Family. We appreciate your contibutions and
with your support we can make a difference!

MAX has taken over where Lynxi left off and
turned into the star of the show as the main
jumper. Catch him in action soon!

NEW ADOPTIONS

POPEYE, his wife, is doing fine but is leaving
all the jumping to her husband Max due to her
handicap of having only one eye. However, this
does not stop her from leading a full life and we
hope thet she will be able to have her own littter
in time.

Les & Jenny Barnes - lifetime adoption of
Khaya (AFW)
Gamper Family- 1 year adoption of Sheila
(Serval)
Alexander Koskull - 1 year adoption of
Houdini (AWC)

Lynxi with one paw tucked away neatly
under her in typical cat fashion.

Spot the tree snake (boomslang) - extremely
venomous! This female was up in a tree for
a couple of days but unfortunately in a bad
position - right in the pathway to the project! It
was safely moved.

STOPAQ adopted Lynxi (Caracal) and Mandla
(Serval) for lifetime
The Thompsons adopted Lulu (Caracal) 1 yr
Mantaray - lifetime adoption of Jane
The Lee’s adopted Kaylee (AWC) and Spotty
(Serval) for 1 year each
Trevor (National Asphalt) - 1 year adoption,
Lulu (Caracal)
Alan Murray - 1 year adoption Max (Caracal)
Grant Oosthuyzen Trust - 1 year adoption of
Sheila (Serval)
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Lorken might be pregnant - let’s see what the future
holds and hope for the best!

SERVALS
LORKEN the young female was spotted mating
with Noah, the young male… so we cross our
fingers and hope for little babies!
SPOTTY and MUHLE are still hiding in the trees…
Sorry girls, hiding away is a thing of the past!
The new enclosures are completed and we need
some babies - you have some flirting to do.
JANE is still as friendly as ever and the Serval
with good manners! She always comes and
greets our visitors and loves the attention from
them. We notice that she is showing typical
teenager behaviour and loved being on the
Japanese Film production… showing off like a
a true celebrity!
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Muhle taking refuge up in a tree - as usual!

MANDLA loves his private space and does not
mingle with the other serval. At this stage it is
a good sign as it indicates that she will make
a good parent one day and look after her little
ones very well.
BRUCE and SHEILA are happy together in their
enclosure but Bruce gets greedy when it comes
to meal time. He does not like to share and Sheila has to be quick on the draw to have the first
grab at the food before Bruce munches it all up!

Spotty in alert mode - note the upright ears.

Lorken crouching on the ground and hissing.

Noah in the female nest... Tired of entertaining
the ladies and not friendly at all!

The three zebra who are regularly seen close to
the lodge and around the cat project area.

Jane enjoying the space in the new enclosure.

The new water hole in the beautiful and much
larger serval enclosure! Thanks to all the new
and repeat adoptions for making this possible!
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Dumi with cages packed for the Serval release.

We received two Serval from the KZN Parks Board that were removed from a citizen who kept
them in a very small enclosure, possibly for hunting purposes. When they arrived we had a vet
check and they were declared in good health and so were able to be released back into the
wild where they belong. They were released at the Isimangaliso Wetland Park, with the local
press covering the success story.
Below: Press coverage of the successful release.

Louis and Dumi with the cameras at the release.
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iSimangaliso welcomes servals
Cenessa Stork
TWO new servals were introduced to the iSimangaliso
Wetland Park last Friday.
At first not wanting to put
their best paw forward, both
cats at first refused to leave
the safety of their crates.
Eventually, however, when
prompted, they shot out of
the crates like cats out of hell
and within seconds disappeared into the grassland.
The adult female and young
male were confiscated from
a farmer in Vryheid who kept
them in captivity illegally,
apparently to be used for
hunting purposes.
According to the farmer
they were found in snares,
but on investigation, no
marks were found on their
bodies to support the claim.

They were recovered by
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife
District Conservation Officers and taken to the Emdoneni Animal Care and Rehabilitation Centre near
Hluhluwe.
The cats were set free in the
open grassland area in the
Easter Shores side of the
park, a suitable habitat and
where plenty of prey is available.
Servals eat mainly rodents,
fish, birds, insects and small
reptiles which are found in
abundance in natural wetland
areas.
On a previous occasion
Servals were released in the
Western Shores side of the
park.
In the 18 years Emdoneni
has been in operation, they
successfully
rehabilitated

and released cheetahs, servals, caracals and an African
Wild Cat.
‘We are delighted to accept
the two new servals and play
our part in ensuring the conservation of this rare and
beautiful species.
‘iSimangaliso
provides
them with a secure home
away from inhabited areas
and the threat of snaring,’
says iSimangaliso Wetland
Park CEO, Andrew Zaloumis.
Servals are listed on the
‘Threatened or Protected
Species’ (TOPS) list owing
to their rarity.
‘They are vulnerable to being snared and killed by
farmers, in particular for
their beautiful pelts,’ says
Emdoneni owner Cecillie
Nel.
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Once prompted by Emdoneni owner Louis Nel, the female serval shot out of the
crate and ran for cover under nearby trees

Motorbikes
damage
Zini
The Emdoneni Facebook page contains some interesting extra information
boardwalks
and gives visitors and adoptive parents the opportunity to share stories plus
Lesley Naudè

post their own sightings or interactions with the cats. LIKE us on FB today!

MTUNZINI’S newly built boardwalks
through the mangrove forest are allegedly
being damaged by motorbikes.
Mtunzini Residents Association (MRA)
chairman Wendy Force said the boardwalks
were costly to install and were not built to
withstand the weight of motorbikes.

facebook.com/emdonenilodge

